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Oiled Wildlife Response in the State of Maine: 
Combining state and local resources

Jordan Bailey
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, 650 State St., Bangor, ME 04401

Introduction

Response 
Equipment

Oil Spills in Maine

The state of Maine, USA, is home to the third most 
active petroleum port on the east coast.  The state 
has prepared an oiled wildlife response system to 
quickly respond to a catastrophic coastal oil spill, 
as well as smaller inland and coastal oil spills.  

Under the direction of the Maine Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife’s Oil Spill Program, 
the current response system has three key parts: 

• Trained wildlife 
responders

• Response equipment

• Wildlife rehabilitation 
facility agreements  

Our network of trained wildlife responders includes 
wildlife biologists for field surveys and capture, 
rehabilitators for cleaning and rehabilitation 
services, and a list of active volunteers willing to 
assist.  To aid with oiled wildlife issues, a stockpile 
of equipment has been maintained for capture, 
cleaning, and rehabilitation of oiled wildlife, as well 
as deterrence equipment for unaffected wildlife.  A 
mobile washing unit is currently being constructed 
to be used for wildlife cleaning for small spills, or 

Rental Agreements

Maine’s oiled wildlife response system has a signed 
agreement with the Maine Army National Guard to 
use three of their armories along the coast for 
emergency wildlife rehabilitation centers.  
Thesearmories span the coast of 
Maine and include Westbrook 
(near Portland Harbor), Belfast, 
and Calais.  If the oiled wildlife 
response is large enough for 
IBRRC to be activated, the state 
would move a rehabilitation 
center to a designated armory.  

For smaller spills, or the initial response to a large 
spill, we have informal agreements with several 
local wildlife rehabilitation facilities throughout the 
state to setup our mobile washing station.  By 
ensuring that these local facilities have sufficient 
space, water supply, and electrical hook-ups, we will 
be able to properly respond to oiled wildlife at a 
local level until a larger venue was available for use. 

Trained Wildlife 
Responders (cont.)

An integral part of our wildlife responders is our 
Oiled Wildlife Working Group. This group of local 
wildlife rehabilitators meets once a year in person 
to discuss issues related to wildlife rehabilitation 
and to move forward with action items as needed.  
Recently this group has expanded to include 
representatives from the following:

• Federal: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, USDA     
Wildlife Services

• State: ME Dept. of Environmental Protection

• Tribal:  Penobscot Indian Nation

This membership expansion 
will give us a more well-
rounded approach to oiled 
wildlife response within the 
entire state.  

Equipment

Funding
The Maine Inland and Coastal Surface Clean-Up 
Fund provides sole funding for one full-time Oil Spill 
Wildlife Biologist at Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife.  This fund additionally covers 
all oiled wildlife response equipment and trainings, 
as well as our contract with International Bird 
Rescue Research Center for oiled wildlife response.  
The Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
collects this fund from product that is both onloaded 
and offloaded between terminal and vessel, and 
vessel to vessel in Maine waters.  This fund is also 
collected from product transported within Maine by 
rail or highway with a volume more that 25 barrels.

to be used for wildlife cleaning for small spills, or 
for the initial response to a larger spill.  The last 
part of Maine’s response system is an agreement 
with the Maine Army National Guard to use three 
of their armories along the coast for emergency 
rehabilitation centers.  By ensuring that we have 
trained responders, adequate response 
equipment, and locations to wash and rehabilitate 
oiled wildlife, the State of Maine is prepared to 
handle oiled wildlife. 

To aid with oiled wildlife issues, a stockpile of 
equipment has been maintained for capture, 
cleaning, and rehabilitation of oiled wildlife, as well 
as deterrence equipment for unaffected wildlife. 

This deterrence equipment includes:
• Net gun
• Mist nets
• Cracker shells
• Breco buoy 
• Phoenix Wailer
• Propane canon

A 14-foot equipment trailer houses most of our 
basic response and rehabilitation equipment 
including two on-demand hot water heaters.  A 
mobile washing unit is currently being designed, 
along with input from IBRRC and the State of 
Maine’s Department of Environmental Protection, 
to be used for wildlife cleaning for small spills or for 
the initial response to a larger spill.  This unit will 
be a portable tent for set-up at remote field sites or 
at rehabilitation facilities, and will be transported 
and aided by equipment in our current response 
trailer.  Several local wildlife rehabilitation facilities 
have already had site visits to assess setup 
conditions at their facility.  

Maine has experienced spills ranging from small to 
large over the years.  Once a spill affects more 
wildlife than the local wildlife rehabilitation 
community can handle it is designated as a large 
spill, and IBRRC is called for on-site consultation.  

Examples of spills with an oiled wildlife response 
in Maine include the following:

Julie N, Portland, ME: 
9/27/96, ~180,000 gallons of #2 
diesel & IFO 380 heavy fuel oil 
were spilled into Portland Harbor 
after tanker struck bridge, 12 live 
oiled birds captured and released 
(of 28 captured, 42% success rate)

Lake Annabessacook, Winthrop, ME: 
4/24/07, unknown volume of #6 oil, 
previous spill site at old mill flushed 
additional oil at spring high water, 81 
painted turtles cleaned and released

Please take a business card and contact me with que stions!

Trained Wildlife 
Responders

To ensure knowledgeable wildlife 
responders, the International Bird 
Rescue Research Center (IBRRC) 
has been contracted by the state of 
Maine since 1993 to assist with 
training needs.

These trainings cover educating 
volunteers about basic oiled wildlife 
facts, as well as more advanced 
trainings geared towards wildlife 
biologists and rehabilitators.

Oiled Wildlife Responders include:

• Trained wildlife responders   
includes wildlife biologists for field 
surveys and capture

• Rehabilitators for cleaning and 
rehabilitation services

• List of active volunteers willing to 
assist  


