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The Coastal and Marine ResourceAtlas (CMRA Is a web-based
Interactive mapping system, containing UK-wide datasets of the
coastaland marine environment Its purposeis to provide accesdor

professionalsinvolved in oil spill contingencyplanningand response,

to appropriate and accurateenvironmentalinformation.
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Example output from CMRA showing seabird vulnerability, sensitiv

fish areas and oil industry infrastructure

1. AIMS and OBJECTIVES

The Atlas provides a reference tool for personnel involved in creating
and reviewing oil spill contingency plans. It provides a spatial reference
for key environmental issues and enhance understanding of the
Interaction of multiple stressors. It can also be used to provide advice
on environmental and public health issues to response units. CMRA
also provides a secondary reference for on-going operational
responses to marine pollution incidents.

2. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

The project was Initially undertaken through collaboration between
government departments, agencies and industry bodies, managed by
the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA). The CMRA is a sub-topic
within the existing GIS platform of MAGIC (Multi-Agency Geographic
Information for the Countryside) (www.magic.gov.uk), managed by
Natural England.

3. THE ATLAS
Example data layers include:

A Oil industry infrastructure (subsurface and surface)

A Offshore windfarms

A Intertidal habitats (saltmarsh, mud-
flats, etc.) Standing Approvals

A Environmental sensitivities (e.g. | [F,E?Hljjw”::’
marine mammal distribution and e
concentrations of seabirds vulnerable
to oil spills

A Protected areas (Special Areas of
Conservation, Special Protected Areas,
Ramsar Sites, etc)

A Socioeconomic features (e.g. bathing
waters and aquaculture)
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= | Interactive Map - Map
E‘J ap Tutorial Maote: Each dataset in MAGIC has its own version
date which can be viewed in the dataset
information,
Step 1. What data do you wish to view? Yu:uu select to anyr of the 9 different map topics, or design v own from the list of layers available, Most topics
E gl nd o I1,r F‘I click here to see which topics have GB coverage,

Coastal and Marine Resource Atla What' This Topic

Step 2. Where do you want to go?

Mote: Certain data lavers

will not appear at all map scales - click for more information.
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Mote: The supported web browsers
1.04, Your screen resolution

for the Interactive Map are Internet Explorer version 5 and later, Metscape Navigator version 7 and later and Firefox
should be set at 800x600 pizels ar higher. Z
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4. DATA MANAGEMENT

Datasets are selectively viewed on a map through a standard web
browser, and GIS-based tools used to disseminate the atlas are
designed to help identify the environmental risk posed by a pollution
Incident. The geographical information Is quality assessed, and
updated monthly through agreements with each data provider. If
license conditions allow, links are also provided to the datasets
themselves, sourced directly from the data providers.

5. ONGOING DEVELOPMENT

The CMRA is continually developing, co-ordinated by a steering group,
and Includes:

Aunctionality ¢ improving operating speed with new server
Addition of data layers ¢ e.g. protected wreck data.
Amprovement of UK-wide saltmarsh data.

AV { t Wwilhe@aBle direct extraction of datasets.

Auture incorporation of aerial photography

Source: Google Earth

6. CONCLUSION

The CMRA Is up and running and can be a useful tool. It is under
continuous development to strengthen the resource and increase Its
applicability to a range of uses. Industry feedback can help make it fit-
for-purpose; any thoughts on the development of CMRA are
welcomed. Please contact: Neil.chapman@mcga.gov.uk who is now
co-ordinating the steering group.
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